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INTRODUCTION

In fall of 2015 the City of Rock Hill
engaged the services of SWT Design,
landscape  architects and park
planners, to work with city staff and the
community in assessing the condition
and future needs of Oakhaven Park.
The design process included two
public workshop meetings and a final
presentation to determine the needs
of the community and review future
renovation concepts.
Oakhaven Park is located at the
intersection  of  Gilbert  Avenue
and Oakhaven Avenue on the
northwest side of the city. The park is
approximately 3.4 Acres in size and is

OAKHAVEN PARK MASTER PLAN

bordered by single family residences.
The “Oak Trail” nature trail is adjacent
to Oakhaven Park and is used by city
residents. Park uses include tennis,
picnics, playground and swings,
unprogrammed open lawn, and walking
loop trail.
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CHAPTER ONE

1

PRrRoJECT UNDERSTANDING

ExisTING CONDITIONS

Oakhaven Park is comprised of two city-owned parcels, the east parcel of approximately
2.4 acres contains the existing developed park and the west parcel, approximately 1
acre in size, is undeveloped property to be added to the existing park in this master
plan. The park includes one picnic shelter, four tennis courts, a playground with swings
area, and a comfort station. The playground is primarily designed for children under
the age of five. Parking for 15 vehicles is located along the north edge of the park on

Oakhaven Avenue.

Three sides of the west parcel are heavily wooded and overgrown with invasive
honeysuckle. In order for the woodland to become more of an amenity within the park,
a honeysuckle remediation plan should be considered to clear out the thick understory
and replaced with native Missouri woodland plants. This should be done with the
utmost caution due to the approximately 25 feet of grade change that begins just inside

the woodland and proceeds west to the creek.
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CHAPTER TWO

2

CoNcePT DEVELOPMENT

PuBLic PRocEss AND Forum

The first public forum included a public input session held in the park on October 15,
2015. This session included discussion and review of concept bubble diagrams for
general size and scale of potential components. A majority of input from those in
attendance was focused on maintaining and improving existing park amenities and
concerns about safety of an expanded park. Other feedback on October 15, and
much of the online input, focused on enhancing and expanding the park amenities
while keeping in mind the neighborhood scale and use of this park. Plans of the park
program diagrams and a link to an online input form were posted on the city’s website
for the community to review and provide comments. A summary of the comments
received from the community is provided in the appendix.

On November 19, 2015, SWT Design presented a refined concept plan for Oakhaven
Park based on city staff and resident comments received at the first input meeting
and online. The concept was generally met with approval from city staff, commission
members, and city residents. This concept was posted on the city website and is
included on page 8. Feedback received regarding this concept is included in the
Appendix.

The final master plan was presented at public forum #3 on December 16, 2015.
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DeveLoPMENT oF CONCEPT

A master plan was developed based on input from city staff and the community and
presented on November 19, 2015. The concept plan takes into account accessibility,
safety, maximizing and centralizing amenities unique to the park, enhancing the visibility
of the park from Gilbert Avenue and Oakhaven Drive, improving and expanding the
playground, and expanding community user groups in the park. The following is a
listing of program items for the park:

©CoNoOO~WNE

Open Play Lawn

Exercise Stations (5)
Resurfaced/Renovated Tennis Courts
Small Picnic Shelter

Expanded Playground

Playground Transition Point

Boulder Retaining Wall

Large Shelter with Restrooms and Storage
Open Lawn Area/Potential Future Parking

. Realigned Parking Area with Permeable Pavement
. Vehicular Turn-around

. Connection to Existing Nature Trail

. Memorial Garden

. Split Rail Fence

Oakhaven Drive

Gilbert Avenue

S/
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CHAPTER THREE

3

FINAL DEsIGN

FINAL MASTER PLAN

A final plan was created based on feedback received at, and following the November
19, 2015 meeting and presented on December 16, 2015. An opinion of cost to
construct the improvements was created and reviewed with city staff. Below is a list of

program items for the park:

Boo~NoakrwDdE

Open Play Lawn

Exercise Stations (5)

Renovated Tennis Courts

Small Picnic Shelter

Expanded Playground

Playground Transition Point

Boulder Retaining Wall

Shelter with Restrooms and Storage
Open Lawn/Potential Future Parking

. Realigned Parking Area with

Permeable Pavement

. Vehicular Turn-around

. Connection to Existing Nature Trail
. Memorial Garden

. Split Rail Fence

. Multipurpose Court (Optional)

Oakhaven Drive

Optional Court Configuration

@ Gilbert Avenye
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Paved Walking Trail

Playground

Open Play Area

Open Play Lawn

Tennis Courts with Updated Lighting

Fitness Station

Playground
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Boulder Wall Multi-purpose Court

Shelter with Restroom and Storage Area

Kiosk for Nature Trail

Water Play Playground
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PHasING OPPORTUNITIES DIAGRAM
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CHAPTER FOUR

A

APPENDIX

1. October 15, 2015 Public Forum #1 (Pg. 16-27)
a. Notes
b. Feedback

2. November 19, 2015 Public Forum #2 (Pg. 28-40)
a. Presentation
b. Public Feedback Form

3. December 16, 2015 Final Plan Presentation (Pg. 41-46)
a. Presentation
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