Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

Thursday, October 20, 2005

Call to order:  6:30 p.m.

Roll Call
Small, Maassen, Reardon, Sherry

Ballard—excused, Frazier—absent, Hill—absent

No Aldermanic representation

Other Attendees
Al Hayden

City Adminstrator: Mr. Liyeos

Old Business

· Gazebo  The manufacturer is in receipt of the order.  It should arrive in about a month.  Someone from the city needs to check with St. Louis County to see if there is a need for a permit for this structure and to make sure it meets code.  It was suggested to have a concrete base for the structure.  The cost for this (per gazebo) is $425.00.  The commission was not sure if this extra cost needed to be approved by the Board of Alderman but it was felt that since the amount came under the bids it should not be a problem.
· Halloween Party  Registration as of today, October 20th shows a total of 14 or 15 individuals.  This enrollment is down compared to previous years.  Registration can still be done at the door.  Cost is $3.00 for residents and $5.00 for non-residents.  The time for the event is Sunday, October 23rd from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.   Wanda the Witch, her musician, and a storyteller, Mrs. Washington, will be the entertainment.  Cost for the storyteller is $75.00.
· Visit with Santa  This event will be at Hudson on Saturday, Dec. 3rd
· Fall Festival  Mr. Hayden presented a summary of the event.  Mr. Hayden stated that the parade was smaller but noted Alderman Knuckles did a very good job with contacting and providing bands for the parade.  There was also a surprise ending at the end of the parade and everyone who was there thought it had a nice ending.  Everyone on the commission believed that the parade route was a good route but preferred to have the parade start at Edgewood.  It was mentioned that a different route could begin at the Rock Hill Baptist Church but everyone agreed that would add to more congestion on Manchester.
Mr. Hayden stressed the need to reestablish a Fall Festival Committee.  This should be done soon and may be discussed with the groups Parents as Teachers or the PTO at Hudson to combine their fall event with the Fall Festival.  Mr. Hayden will contact the PTO.  It was asked by Ms. Maassen if this first needed to be considered/approved by the Board of Alderman.  It was felt that this is not 
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necessary at this time.  It was then mentioned by Mr. Liyeos that Mr. Hayden will 

be attending one aldermanic meeting per month to speak about the Parks Department, etc.

At the Fall Festival there was a problem with the inflatable structures that were used.  The St. Louis County inspector said that the structures were not properly grounded and ordered them to be deflated and shut down. The structures were ground by an 8’ line rather than a 10’ line. The individuals contacted their supervisor and the inspector left with no issuance of a written violation.  The rides were down for about 1 hour. The supervisor said to re-inflate them.  The St. Louis County inspector called on the following Monday and spoke to Mr. Hayden and asked if the rides had been re-inflated and used. Mr. Hayden replied with a yes.  Mr. Hayden later contacted the company to see if they had heard anything but as of this time neither Mr. Hayden nor the company have had any more conversations with the inspector.  Mr. Reardon had said that apparently the inspector had been given the wrong location for the fall festival and had been waiting at Zayers (last year’s location) until there was a realization that the festival had been moved.  It was felt that this may have had an impact on his decision to shut down the structures.  Mrs. Small stated that her husband who is an electrical engineer(?) came to the event and did notice that the structures were not properly grounded.  Also, a refund for the hour that the structures were deflated was given to the city.

New Business

· New City Administrator  Mr. George Liyeos, the new city administrator, addressed the board.  He considers the parks as essential parts of the community and valuable assets.  However, at times, when there are tight budgets or budget cuts they get hit.  He will do his best to see that they are not neglected. In the process he is looking forward to re-establishing connection and communication with the parks commission, aldermanic board and the community.  He is striving towards an open line of communication and also stated that all boards are the eyes and ears of the city.
· Larry Ott Property  Mr. Liyeos has visited this piece of park property and considers it to have a lot of asphalt and be overgrown with brush.  In its present form, it is not level, slightly sloping to the west and is not doing anything.  As the Public Works Building on Des Peres is running out of room for fill (various types of fill content—torn up concrete, etc.) and due to the costs of transporting this fill to other areas,  Mr. Liyeos  presented the commission with the suggestion of examining the Ott location to be used as a spot for this fill.  By doing this, it would reduce the costs of transporting the fill to other areas AND aid in reducing the slope of the Ott property and aid in leveling off the land.  Members quickly gave some preliminary pros and cons to this suggestion. Pros included:  this could resolve two problems at once—reducing the city’s costs to transport fill and leveling the property, cooperation between departments for mutual benefit, and the land is currently vacant and not progressing.  Cons included: city’s liability for 
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injury of children/people on piles of fill, environmental concerns, and the possibility of having to move the fill again.  Other questions consisted of: how much fill, exactly what type of fill and the transition period of the fill to level stage, what is the settling and soil compaction ability of the area. Another specific question was:  Would retaining walls be needed?    Mr. Liyeos did not feel retaining walls would be needed.  As this subject was introduced as something to be worth examining, there was no formal motion put to the board. Ms. Maassen put the question to the board ,”Is this suggestion worth examining?” and  Mr. Sherry, Mr. Reardon, Ms. Small and Ms. Maassen said “Yes”.  It was agreed that all members of the board should go to the Public Works Building on Des Peres to see what types and how much fill there is and to revisit the Ott property before the November meeting.  Members are also to talk to neighbors to see how they feel about this possibility.  Again, it was understood by everyone that this is solely being examined at the present time.
· Parks Budget  The budget will be put together by Mr. Hayden and presented to the Board of Alderman.  It is the Board of Aldermen who makes the final recommendations.  Budgets are due middle of January.  All park and recreation board members should make a wish list for the November meeting so discussion can take place of items.  The board is to be realistic with items which could be achieved in 5-10 years. Wish items could include equipment, benches, anything. Line items will be reflected.  
Ms. Maassen asked for the monthly budget report but one was not available.  Mr. Liyeos has hopes that monthly reports of this type will be started and available in November.

· Needs Assessment The Needs Assessment Report that was provided by Mr. Ballard is a good example and idea in providing a vision.  This is something that will be performed hopefully next year.  The 1983 Parks Comprehensive Plan has not been updated and some of the information from that plan can be used as a stepping ground.
· Park Deed of Weston Park From 1939 There is a tract of land in the Weston Park Subdivision that was deeded in 1939 as “forever” park land to the City of Rock Hill.  Currently on the city’s August 2005 Zoning Map for Review it is color coded purple designating “industrial”.  Ms. Maassen presented part of the Deed Map showing the initial designation.  It was felt by the commission that this park land needed to be protected and correctly shown on the Zoning Map for Review as park land. It was also mentioned that this land is ideal to be included in the Great Rivers Greenway project of connecting Deer Creek and neighboring communities. If the land needs to be rezoned, the board will write a letter addressed to both the Planning and Zoning Board and the Board of Alderman for the request of change.  Ms. Maassen volunteered to draft a letter for members to review and sign.  Mr. Liyeos stated that this change was doable but to remember that Planning and Zoning is busy.  
As Mr. Liyeos has attended numerous meetings and given his time, it was felt that his introduction and his time for answering questions had been more than 
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generous for the evening. Everyone agreed it was time for him to go home to his family.
Let the minutes reflect that Mr. Liyeos left at 7:35 p.m.

· Tree City USA  In 2006 the city will be celebrating its 25th or 30th year as Tree City USA.  Mr. Hayden and the board felt the committee should do something special and different.  One idea suggested is to host a contest to find the biggest tree in Rock Hill and announce the winner and tree at the Arbor Day celebration.  This should be placed, promoted, and highlighted in the city’s newsletter.  The winning contestant will receive a free tree. As Tree City USA, the city should reinstate the tree program where residents can purchase trees for residential and public places.  Members should suggest other possibilities at future meetings.
· Director’s Report  The jazz festival at Hensley Park was a success.  Although the event was competing with the Cardinal baseball game, the turnout was still good.  There were over 50 people.  Mr. Reardon and Ms. Small distributed flyers.  The board felt that concerts in the parks were good to have and the board and Mr. Hayden should strive for at least 2 concerts for next year.  Everyone is to think of times and parks for the next meeting. 
* The Needs Assessment Survey continued to be addressed here.   This is  

   something that the city really wants to do.

* The dead trees in Hensley Park have been removed. Two new trees have 

    been planted.

* The former Public Works Director, Mr. Larry Ott, passed away. A tree will 

    be planted in his memory at Oakhaven Park.

* Mr. Hayden will be on vacation Nov. 7-11th.

Motion was made by Mr. Reardon and seconded by Ms. Small to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Christel Maassen, Secretary
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