Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

Thursday, November 17,  2005

Call to order:  6:30 p.m.

Roll Call
Small, Maassen, Sherry, Reardon, Ballard, Hill

Frazier-absent

Aldermanic representation:  Mr. Knuckles

Other Attendees

Al Hayden

Old Business:

· Gazebo  The concrete footings are approved and the contractor will start right after Thanksgiving or the following week.  The two gazebos will take approximately 3-4 days to install.
· Halloween Party  Mr. Hayden said it was okay but that there need to be some changes.  The storyteller will no longer be used. Both he and Ms. Maassen suggested switching back to the witch/magician.  It was felt that the committee needs to be more proactive here and perhaps change the time to possibly an earlier time in the day.  There should be better planning and more pizzazz to it.
· Visit with Santa  As of today, Nov. 17th  12 individuals have signed up for the event. The time for the event is Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 9:30 a.m. at Hudson Elementary School.  Time will be spent with Santa and there will be bingo, doughnuts and coffee, and Christmas music with Art Korte’s band.  Pictures will be taken with Santa.
· Fall Festival  Mr. Hayden will contact Denis Hudgens (spelling?) of the PTO at Hudson with regards to a joint effort for this event.  It was recommended by the commission to have the festival at Hudson Elementary School and to possibly move the date from the first Saturday in October, October 7st,  to the last Saturday or September 30th 2006.  Hopefully a date can be decided upon by the January meeting.
It was suggested that a drum competition be part of the parade.
· Tract of Land—Weston Park Deed and Letter to Planning and Zoning Board and Aldermen  At the last Board of Alderman’s meeting there was no discussion of the land or park and recreation’s letter.  It was felt by the park and recreation commission that perhaps the issue would first be addressed by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The park and recreation commission requested Mr. Hayden to contact Mr. Liyeos on the status and progression on this matter.   The minutes of the Planning and Zoning Commission need to be received and reviewed for their recommendation.  It was felt and recommended by the commission that having this piece of land rededicated and clarified on the rezoning map of August 2005 to be a goal for the commission and residents of the city.
· Larry Ott Property  There was discussion on the proposal of fill at the Ott property.  The commission felt that this should be done in a proper method and a formal plan 
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and proposal should be proposed and followed.  Specific materials and amounts should be included in the proposal.  The commission feels strongly that the property has potential and that fill and stages of fill need to be compatible to the land and safe during the fill process.  The board recommends that a survey (a pipe survey) be done to make sure no errors are made and to prevent what is happening at Greenwood Park to the Ott property.  The commission made the following motion for Mr. Hayden to write a letter to the Public Works Director, Mr. Ron Meyer, to have a survey performed of the Ott property and a written plan to show the elevation, the phasing of the fill, and type of fill material, the extent of the fill based upon the survey, and timeframe for completion.  Ms. Maassen made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Hill.  A vote was taken and all members present said “Yea”.  Motion of the recommendation passed.   Mr. Hayden will compose and submit the letter.  
New Business

· Budget Report  Ms. Maassen asked for a monthly budget report for the parks department but one was not created.  The major budget is due around January 17th 2006.  Mr. Hayden presented a list and suggested to look at items for a 5-10 year plan.  However, he noted that at this time concentration will be on the 1st year budget.
Items noted to be included:  

-hiring of part time summer staff

-beautifying of garden; improving the gardens

-Needs assessment—a budgeted item at approximately $72,000.00

-hiring of part time staff an immediate goal

-5 year plan would include a new computer

-park benches

-10 year plan would include an irrigation plan for Stroup Field

-Mr. Sherry suggested lighting on the Welcome to Rock Hill city signs

-See Mr. Hayden’s attached list

New budget is to be in place by April 1, 2006

It was felt that prioritization be important next year after the needs assessment has been done.

· Director’s Report  There appears to be a boundary problem with Greenwood Park.  It was brought to the city’s attention that part of the park (basketball area) extends over and onto the neighbor’s property.  The neighbor wants to sell and is asking for compensation for the land. The owner requested a specific amount but the city turned down the request.  The city is asking the owner to donate the land to the city and receive a tax benefit.  The owner is Jeffrey Fritz and resides in San Diego, CA.  He has been the owner apparently since 1989.   

Mr. Hayden researched the park’s history and included a short timeline of information.

· Nov. 28, 1972 is the first mentioned of the park’s area

· 11/21/1973  2 parcels of land on Central and Eldridge were purchased by the city

· 1976 a mention of Lithia and Central as a possible lot 

· 1981 a mention of  park now called Central Park

· basketball court was put in sometime between late 1981 –July 1982

      Mr. Hayden will keep the parks and recreation board apprised of the situation.
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· Light Decorating Contest  At the Nov. 1st aldermanic meeting it was suggested that the Parks and Recreation Commission take over this task.  The committee accepted this responsibility.  Mr. Knuckles, Mr. Ballard, Mr. Sherry, and Ms. Small volunteered to be judges.  Mr. Sherry will design a judging form.  Dec. 15th is the cut off date for individuals to sign up.  Tentative judging dates are Dec. 18th and 19th.  Winners will be announced at the Dec. 20th aldermanic meeting.  Prizes will be for the top three winners in the amounts of $25.00, $15.00 and $10.00.  Mr. Knuckles will contact Dierbergs, Hacienda, Farottos and Biener Hardware for prizes.

Minutes of the September were approved.

Minutes of the October 2005 meeting were approved after noting an error on page 4 with regards to Tree City USA.  Minutes should reflect the change to:  In 2006 the city will be celebrating its 20th instead of 25th or 30th year as Tree City USA.

Ms. Small made the motion and Mr. Hill seconded the motion to approve both sets of minutes.  All said “Yea” and motion carried.

Motion was made by Ms. Small and seconded by Mr. Hill to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Christel Maassen, Secretary
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