Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

Thursday, Feb. 16, 2006

Call to order:  6:30 p.m.

Roll Call
Reardon, Maassen, Scherry, Small

Ballard—excused, Hill—absent, Frazier—absent

Aldermanic Representation:  Mr. Knuckles

Other Attendees:  Mr. Hayden

Old Business:

· Weston Park  The commission will leave the issue open. Some members of the commission did check to see how all the other city parks were handled on the zoning map.  The commission was disappointed with it not being rezoned to its original status as park land at this time when the new zoning map is being drawn up. The commission will look into other options.

· Needs Assessment  It was discussed that at the last aldermanic meeting, Alderman Redmond, questioned the need for this survey and also why the city or park board couldn’t do this.  Alderman Redmond was concerned about the cost and where it falls in terms of which fiscal budget.  It was tabled at the aldermanic meeting.  Mr. Hayden did state that this item was under budget and did not see a problem with it being passed at another aldermanic meeting or the alderman’s budget meeting.

· Gazebos  Alderman Knuckles stated that he is disappointed with the size of the gazebos.

Director’s Report:

· Budget  Tree planting program appears okay to do.  The request for 3 part time workers (30 hours a week for 13 weeks at $7.00/hr) were placed in the budget.  Again, these items will be addressed at the second aldermanic meeting in March.

· Municipal Grants Program  Mr. Hayden stated that the grants proposal deadline is the end of October.  He suggested that the commission should consider big projects.  Suggestions were: development of other trails such as Rock Hill Creek to McKnight Road to Manchester, upgrades to the park building, Ott property.

· Arbor Day  The commission decided to combine the Arbor Day event with the first park concert.  Date is SUNDAY, May 21.  Ceremony for Arbor Day is possibly 1:00 to 2:00 and music 3:00-5:00 or 2:00-5:00 with a 30 to 45 
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minute break for the actual Arbor Day ceremony.  This is the 20th year for being a Tree City USA and there should be more importance or celebration of this recognition.  The commission would like to have the same band that they had for last year’s event.  Mr. Hayden will contact the band and also the tree forester for the event.   Mr. Hayden will ask the tree forester to bring tree seedlings. It was decided to call the event “Arbor Day Family Picnic with Live Music”.  Flyers will be distributed.  Also, Ms. Small suggested planted daffodils in Hensley Park in the fall.  To entice citizens to help with the fall planting, another flyer will be handed out at the arbor day event with a specific date and rain date to help plant bulbs in the fall.  The event could be called “Daffodil Days”.  Ms. Maassen will contact Operation Brightside to see when the purchase cut off date is for the bulbs and the flyer will be designed around that date.  The commission discussed planting bulbs just in Hensley Park and/or others.  It was decided that if there is another concert such as in Rock Hill Park, flyers could again be handed out with daffodil planting dates for that park.

· Greenwood Park  There is no new news on this situation.  It was suggested that one option to resolve the situation is to have the city again offer to sell the land to the individual and use that money for other park land or upgrades to the upper part of Greenwood.

· Fall Festival  The date is September 30th.  The Webster Groves band is available to play.  Mr. Knuckles will make contact with the other bands.

New Business:

· Maintenance of Oakhaven Park and Nature Trail:  Ms. Maassen requested that if the Public Works Department is going to make connecting paths in the nature trail, then the new paths should be covered with woodchips immediately to prevent erosion.  She also requested that public work staff be careful not to prune the trees that are memorial trees in Oak Haven Park.  
· It was mentioned that Alderman Johnson would like to see some type of community wide project be created where everyone could come together and members of the community could participate in making a contribution.  Ms. Small suggested planting bulbs in the fall in the parks.  Flyers could be distributed at the concerts and Fall Festival.  

· Permit for Gazebos  Ms. Maassen suggested that people should be able to reserve the gazebos for certain events.  This could be noted in the city’s newsletter and individuals could contact Mr. Hayden to reserve the gazebos. 

· Dog pooper scooper bags  It was suggested to have these placed in the parks.  Pros and cons were discussed.  It was decided to have at least one 
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in each of the parks and possible two in parks such as Henlsey and Stroup Fields at both entrances.

Minutes of Jan. 19, 2006 –motion was made by Ms. Small and seconded by Mr. Scherry to be approved.  All approved.

Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Small and seconded by Mr.  Scherry.  All approved.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christel Maassen, Secretary
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