Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

April 20, 2006
Call to order:  6:30 p.m.

Roll Call

Reardon, Small, Scherry—now Aldermanic representation, Maassen, Ballard, Hill

Frazier—absent, Mr. Knuckles—absent--may be unaware at this time he was appointed

Aldermanic Representation:  Mr. Scherry

Other Attendees:  Mr. Hayden, Park Director

OLD MINUTES:  Minutes from March 16, 2006 were approved with the corrections of a typo on page 2  (changing committed to committee) and correction on page 3 of adjournment time (changing 6:38 p.m. to 7:38 p.m.).  Minutes were motioned by Reardon and seconded by Ballard.  All approved.

Old Business:
· Hensley Park The concert is still scheduled for May 21.  Another band is in place.  The contact person is Mr. John Wilson who resides on Plainfield.  MSD is scheduled to be finished with their project in time of the event.  If not, the concert will take place at Rock Hill Park.  Mr. Hayden will wait with the flyers.  For either location, some members of the commission have volunteered to distribute flyers.  The flyers will be distributed 7-10 days before the event.  Ms. Small suggested having a supply at the library.  Boy Scouts could also be contacted and used for distribution.  A special use permit should not be needed for the event as there is no alcohol.  The cost for the band is $300.00.
· Pooper Scooper Containers These have been placed in the parks and are being used.  Residents have mentioned these containers and are complimentary. 
Director’s Report:
· Commission Members  Mr. Matt Knuckles has been appointed to the commission by the Board of Alderman   At this time, he may not be aware of his appointment and this may be the reason why he is not present. Mr. Philip Scherry has been appointed as liaison to the Park Commission.

· Budget  After last meeting, Mr. Hayden made a list of items to be submitted as prioritized cuts etc, to the budget.  These items have been deducted.   Ms. Maassen again asked for the monthly budget account showing revenues and expenses for the parks department but nothing was presented.
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· Preschool  Rates for the preschool program will increase.  The summer session fee has increased by $20.00.  The question was asked if the raise will offset the deficit and Mr. Hayden stated “Yes, at this point”.  The maximum number of enrollees is 20 kids.  Right now the deficit is approximately $1,200.00

· Street Work  Street work has begun and the hauling to and dumping on the Ott property has begun.  The Public Works plan is to layer concrete and fill dirt and then grade.  This process will be repeated.  It was suggested by some members that dirt from Novus may want to be considered.

· Easter Egg Event   There were 28 kids to attend.  Mr. Hayden thought the event went well.  Mr. Reardon suggested having the egg hunt at Rock Hill Park for 2007.  Other members thought Rock Hill Park should definitely be considered.  This would result in a reduction of cost for the event as the city would not have to pay the W.G. School District for use of Steger. Mr. Hayden pointed out that there was less space at Steger and even at Oakhaven.  Also there would be a maximum number of enrollees that could participate.  Whatever the decision this will be finalized well before the event.  It was also suggested that all events should be decided and verified by or at the October meeting.  This would make sure that everything would be correct for the city’s calendar.

· Donations Mr. Reardon is going to purchase a bench for Stroup Field.  The cost of the bench is a couple of hundred of dollars.  If there is someone to donate bleachers or benches they should be contacted.  Ms. Small will contact Polar Star Lodge for a donation of bleachers.

· It was mentioned that the Fall Festival could be enhanced by donations.   It was brought to the commission’s attention that Allied Waste has volunteered to be a corporate donor for the Fall Festival and requested Mr. Knuckles to be the contact. Mr. Scherry will contact Mr. Knuckles.

· Fall Festival  Mr. Hayden talked to the Mayor about establishing a specific committee for the event and she agreed to do that.  It was also suggested to have a concert and food as the Fall Festival which would be less work and less structured.  It was then suggested to have a concert in a park every month rather than a Fall Festival for next year.  It was decided that this should really be considered for next year.  The budget for 2006 Fall Festival is $5,000.00.

· Help  Mr. Hayden stated that there would be an ad in the Webster Kirkwood Paper for part time help.  Mr. Reardon mentioned the employment opportunity to a couple of college kids.

 Motion was made by Mr. Reardon and seconded by Ms. Small to adjourn.  All 

approved.  Meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christel Maassen, Secretary
