Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

August 17, 2006

Members Present:  Reardon, Ballard, Maassen, Small, Knuckles-late

Frazier—absent; Hill-excused

Aldermanic Representation: Scherry

Other Attendees:  Mr. Hayden, Park Director

Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m.

Minutes from May 2006 were approved.  Ballard motioned and Maassen seconded the motion.

There were no minutes for June and July as there were no quorums for those months.

Director’s Report:
Fall Festival -Resident Ann Landou on Twinbrook volunteered to be the chair for the 2006 festival.  Mr. Hayden stated that Mayor Morgan suggested former Alderman Edith Brown now be the Grand Marshall of the parade.  All committee members agreed.  Currently the budget for the festival is $5,000.00.  Last year the city designated $8,000.00 for the event.   There are 2 inflatable jumping/sliding games that will be rented.  The company who supplies these items is also responsible for supervising them during the festival.  There will be a disc jockey for music rather than live music. The event is September 30th from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Matt Knuckles is in charge of the parade.  The parade starts at Church of McKnight and proceeds west on Manchester to Berry and then south to Hudson and east on Hudson to Hudson School.  

Public Works –The part time help of two individuals was a great asset for this summer.  They worked out extremely well and expressed interest to return next year.
· Ott Property Another layer of concrete fill has been placed on the Ott property.  Plans are to remove part of the asphalt closest to the tennis courts, extending north to the south.  Ms. Maassen asked why this was being done when all the other remaining asphalt area on the area was not removed and just covered with the concrete fill.  Mr. Hayden stated that the Public Works Department realized that it was a mistake not to have removed all of the existing asphalt, but will only remove just this area.  This should take place approximately during the last week of August.  The area will then be seeded with grass seed by the department.
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Director’s Report continued:
· Budget At this time the Parks Department is within budget.

· Preschool Pre School starts Sept. 5th. At the present time there are 9 kids registered for the session.  There is one teacher and the ratio is 9:1.  A second teacher is available if needed.

· Hensley Park MSD is to lay sod in September which will be in place for the jazz concert in October.

· Items of Maintenance of the Parks  The Public Works Department stretched a net at Stroup Field to protect the houses on the south side of the park.

New park bench has been installed at Stroup field.  It was suggested to get a bid for another park bench for the field and see if an organization would pay for it.  

The shelter housing the bathrooms at Oakhaven Park was painted.

Gardens in the parks need more maintaining.

Mr. Knuckles again requested that the park bench in Whitfield Park be located to a safer place in the park.

Mr. Hayden stated that the bridges in the Oak Nature Park would be painted in the fall.

Grass cutting of the parks went well this season.

Ms. Maassen gave Mr. Hayden the information for purchasing daffodil bulbs.  It had been suggested at a prior meeting by Ms. Small to have a community planting gathering to plant bulbs in Hensley Park. 

Old Business:  

                        -Jazz concert is October 15th, 2006 in Hensley Park at 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

                          Parks/Public Works is responsible for power.  Mr. Hayden will con-

                          tact a former committee member for a generator.  Flyers will be 

                          distributed by some of the committee members.  Mr. Reardon and 

                          Alderman Scherry volunteered to do some distributing.

                        -Seasonal Events  Both Halloween and Christmas events will take 

                         place at their usual times and places.  The Easter event in 2007 may 

                         take place at Rock Hill Park.  Parking may be an issue but it was 

                         suggested that possibly the police could aid in traffic/parking control.

                        -It was suggested and discussed to have more concerts in the park in 

                         2007.

                        -Donations of Items  It was felt that organizations/businesses should 

                         be contacted for donations and then give the organizations/businesses 

                         recognition with plaques on donated items.  Mr. Knuckles suggested

                         contacting Anheuser Busch.  Mr. Hayden will put something together.  

                         Ms. Small has contacted one organization, the Mason Group, but still is   

                         waiting for a commitment.  Mr. Reardon was responsible for the 

                         bench in Stroup Field.     

New Business:  
                       -Aldermanic Representation Mr. Scherry stated that he would not be 
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                        attending the next few meetings as he had personal commitments.  He 

                        and his wife are expecting a child and needs to participate in some 

                        classes.

                         -Terms of Committee Members Ms. Maassen thought one committee 

                           members term (June Small) may be coming up for reappointment.  

                           Ms. Small said she would be interested in serving again.  Mr. Hayden

                           will check on terms of all members.   Although no written resignation 

                           has been received form Mr. Frazier, he has been contacted and stated 

                           he would no longer be on the commission.
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted,

Christel Maassen, Secretary   
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