Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

September 21, 2006

Members Present:  Reardon, Ballard, Maassen, Hill, Knuckles, Small-excused

Aldermanic Representation: None

Other Attendees:  Mr. Hayden, Park Director

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.

Minutes from August 2006 were approved with the correction of the spelling of Ann Landow to Ann Landau.

Mr. Reardon suggested that we go directly to the Director’s Report.  All agreed.

Director’s Report:   

Old Business:

· Fall Festival -There is good progress being made on this event.  Mr. Knuckles is still in charge of the parade. The route is the same as last year.  Mr. Knuckles reported on the progress of some of the donations that are to be contributed.  These include: $250.00 from the Chamber of Commerce, $50.00 from Loewen Windows, and other contributions from Allied Waste, Novus, Club Fitness and Dierbergs.  For next year it was suggested to have a viewing stand on Manchester for the bands and give prizes; either a plaque with the band’s name or an award.  It was felt that there needs to be more community involvement and to start planning earlier.

· Jazz Concert-The event is at Hensley Park October 15th  from 2:00 to 5:00 (this was changed from 1:00-4:00).   Mr. Hayden stated that the park was to be sodded in the next week or two by MSD or one of their subcontractors.  Ms. Maassen stated that the underground electric line going east to west between the two poles in the park had been cut in the MSD project.  She had contacted Ameren UE to notify the company that 2 lights were out.  The company came out and tagged the east pole and it is on their list to fix.  However, some of the ground or a spot between the poles will need to be dug up to repair the underground line.  She stated that she is passing this information along and Mr. Hayden can contact Ameren UE if he wants to know the status of the job in case the newly planted sod has to be disturbed.

· Ott Property --The area has been seeded.

· Whitfield Park --The park bench has been moved to a safer location.

· Oak Nature Trail—Bridges still need to be painted.

· Daffodil Bulbs—Mr. Hayden purchased 200 bulbs at $60.00 and made the donation of these bulbs.  The commission thanked him and it was decided to plant them in Whitfield Park.  A planting event will happen in fall. Date and time to be decided.  
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· Term of Committee Members—Mr. Reardon and Mrs. Small were reappointed to the commission for 3 year terms.

Director’s Report:

New Business:

· Mr. Hayden reported that the dirt from the Novus project which washed onto the tennis courts in Rock Hill Park had been cleaned up appropriately and in a timely manner by Novus.

· Municipal Grant—Mr. Hayden explained that the grant application (due October 27th) had been received and that a project should be decided upon if we wish to submit a grant.  Mr. Reardon suggested a basketball court at Greenwood Park but both he and all the commission did not think that was appropriate with the situation relating to the boundary problems in the park.  Mr. Hayden, Mr. Reardon, and Mr. Hill then suggested Stroup Field. Another suggestion was to build a pavilion at Rock Hill Park. Mr. Hill suggested that perhaps Public Works or Ranken Jordan could do a small shelter at Rock Hill Park and use the municipal grant option for Stroup Field. The committee felt that improvements to Stroup Field would be an appropriate project.  The project would include:  bleachers, backstops, portable goals, stop guards, new fencing, and a survey of property lines around the entire perimeter.  Mr. Hill made the motion for Mr. Hayden to contact Ranken Jordan to build a small shelter at Rock Hill Park and to use and apply for  the grant option on Stroup Field which includes:  backstops, new fencing around the perimeter, bleachers, portable soccer goals and stop guards. Ms. Maassen seconded and all approved.  However, one item was not included and Ms. Maassen suggested amending the motion to:  Mr. Hayden to contact Ranken Jordan to build a small shelter at Rock Hill Park and to use and apply for the grant on Stroup Field which includes:  backstops, new fencing around the perimeter, bleachers, portable soccer goals, stop guards and a pipe survey to include the entire Stroup Field area. Mr. Hill moved to amend the motion and Mr. Knuckles seconded the amended  motion.  All approved.  It was emphasized to include a survey so correct placement of the new fencing would be accurate and not extend onto or over property lines. This is to eliminate any possibility of error and to avoid the problem that occurred with Greenwood Park.  

Mr. Hayden will prepare application and forward all information to the Board of Alderman.  The city will not hear any results until January.  If the project/grant is awarded the project would be probably done in Fall 2007.

· Dirt Mound on Stroup Field—Mr. Hayden said he had received 2 phones and the city had received 2 phones about the mound of dirt placed on Stroup Field.  Mr. Hayden explained that this mound was dirt from Mayor Morgan’s home project She contacted and received permission from Mr. Ron Meyer (Public Works Director) to dump the fill at the southeast corner of the area.  Mr. Meyer had given permission with the intent of being able to use the dirt around the city for various projects. At the time it was not realized how large the amount was.  Let it be noted that the dirt was hauled to the field at the Mayor’s expense and not the city’s expense.  But some city time had been used to rearrange or shift the mound once placed.  It was explained that the request and permission was between Mr. Meyer and Mayor Morgan.  The city administrator, park director, nor commission members were asked or included in this discussion of park use.  
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The committee did not like being informed of this dirt situation after the fact and also felt that it was a misuse in the mayor’s authority and position.  The commission expressed concern about the length of time the mound were be on the grounds.

· Election of Members –It was motioned by Mr. Reardon and seconded by Mr. Ballard to have the same slate of current officers:

President—Mr. Reardon

Vice President--Mrs. Small

Secretary—Ms. Maassen

There were 4 yeas:  Rearden, Ballard, Hill, Knuckles and one nay: Maassen 

· Communication -- Ms. Maassen will give Mr. Hayden and or the city administrator a file containing minutes from each meeting.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 p.m.    Mr. Knuckles made the motion and Mr. Hill seconded.  All approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Christel Maassen, Secretary      
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