May 17, 2007 Minutes

Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission

Members Present:  Reardon, Ballard, Small, Maassen

                                 Knuckles-excused, Hill-absent

Aldermanic Representation:  Mr. Scherry

Other Attendees:  Mr. Al Hayden, Park Directory

Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m.

April 2007 Minutes were approved with typos to be corrected.

Ms. Small motioned to approve the minutes and Mr. Ballard seconded the motion.

All approved the motion.

OLD BUSINESS:

Stroup Field—There was a discussion once more about the dirt pile on Stroup Field.  Removing of the stones from the field is continuing.  It was commented that the dirt pile definitely needs to be removed before the field renovation is stated.

Renovation Project at Stroup Field-- Members suggested moving the fence on the north side of the field in and the backstop up so first base and third base line up.  The project also includes 2 new sets of bleachers for the field.  The commission feels that there needs to be more parking space.  Parking space options that were discussed include:  grating and gravel and parking at a 45 degree angle.  Mr. Scherry suggested letting the specific city individuals decide on the best parking option.  Mr. Reardon made the motion to find out if it is feasible to move the fence up a few feet to increase parking space.  Ms. Small seconded the motion.  All approved.

Rezoning—Mr. Scherry stated that the city is going to do some rezoning and he has talked to the city attorney about including the rezoning of the green space/deeded park space along Des Peres Road and Plainfield Drive to be included in the ordinance.  Mr. Scherry stated that there would be a public hearing.  Ms. Maassen asked if the residents bordering the area would be notified and Mr. Scherry replied yes.  

Preschool—There is a meeting next Wednesday with church officials, Mayor Morgan and other individuals.  They will be discussing the rental fee of the church space.  The mayor was thinking that the rental fee of $375.00 is a ballpark figure but the church is going to be looking at their monthly expenses.  The Board of Alderman feels that this program is not a break even item however more costs should be covered by the tuition or income of the program.  This is also a state certified program and the church has given permission for state and other necessary inspections to take place on the premises.  The space at the church is smaller than the space at the Rock Hill Parks building.  Right now, the budget/expense of the preschool program is $26,000.  Approximately $17,000 comes from the tuition/income of the program leaving a shortage or gap of roughly $9,000.  The Board of Alderman is looking ahead for final numbers and there will be a meeting for the final decision.  

Tree City USA—38 people attended the event at Oak Haven Park.  Mr. Hayden thought it was a nice ceremony.  Mr. Emmett was there with his formal tree presentation and acknowledgement of Rock Hill being a Tree City USA.  The teacher from Hudson School would like to participate in next year’s program.  The gentleman who won the tree in the raffle decided to give the tree back to the city and have them plant the tree in the park.

McKnight Road—Mr. Ballard asked if anyone from the city is contacting St. Louis County about the traffic count and lane usage on McKnight.  He noticed 2 St. Louis County cars watching traffic.  He feels there is enough room for at least one bike lane.  And he suggested this should be considered if there is any widening or renovation done on this road.  He asked that someone from the city hall look into this.

NEW BUSINESS:

City of Glendale’s Request—The city of Glendale requested permission for placing a banner advertising their jazz festival for next weekend in Whitfield Park.  Mr. Reardon made the motion that the city of Glendale be granted permission to place a banner in Whitfield Park.  Mr. Ballard seconded the motion.  All approved.

Rock Hill Parks Building—Regarding moving the city hall to this location will include some interior renovation to the existing building.  There will be additional parking and the parking will be narrowed back and lengthened to the back. At this time it was stated the existing playground would be moved closer to the tennis courts.  There will also be widening of the driveway and work performed on the handicap ramp.

Transplanting of flowers to parks—Ms. Maassen asked if flowers from the 5 houses owned by the city on Rock Hill Road could be dug up and transplanted in parks.  Mr. Scherry and Mr. Hayden did not see any problem with this and to go ahead.

NEXT MEETING IS AT OAK HAVEN PARK

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  Ms. Small made the motion to adjourn and Ms. Maassen seconded the motion.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Christel Maassen, Secretary
